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: 1. e six monthe' course

| for graduates of civillan veterinary scooors 1k the UBBR who were %o

| enter the Soviet Army. The training course, which wes given under +00X1

| aegls of the Milltary Veterinary Academy at Moscow, vas conducted in

N Kiev in a lerge brick building containing the living quarters and dlning

: room &8 well es the clessrooms, 1ibrary, end laboratories. I recall this

Yuilding ae being as cleen as any hospitel I have ever seen. The six
months I spent there ls one of the most vivid memories I have of the USSR.
It seemed Lo me at the time, snd 1t seems 80 nOW in retrospect, that if
the USER had deliberately set itself the task of humilisting e group of
highly trained snd valusble professional personnel end arouwsing in them
a single-minded desire to escape the eountry, it could hardly have deviped
e more effective means to that end then this course.

The Student Body

5. There were 62 students in the course, all men, and all recent gradvates
of a civilian veterinary .college. We were all in upniform with the status
of recruite and the pay was 12 roubles a month. The oldest was 30, the

youngest 25, and the average age sbout 27. There were three Armenians,
- - a4 Dtk 4m 10 Bualorusaiana. 12 to 15 (|
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bred veterinarians were, and no doubt still are, throughout the USSR.

The. fatherg of three members of the class (or five percent) were
Veterinarians, also a fairly typical ratio for the profession in the

USSR. Three of the students, all Russiens, were Communist Party members.
We knew the identity of the Party members because they answered affirma-
tively to the guestion on Party membership which was asked of each student,
along with other personal dats questions, in full assembly. I never ‘
learned whether there were any NKVD members among the students., There

weg a great deal of grumbling, for the specific reasons I shall outline
below, but rarely in the presence of one of the Party members. The fear

..of ,the NKVD was pervasive, as aslways in the USSR, but did not inhibit the

expregaion of bitter complaints among small groups of mutually trusting
ptudents, usuvally of common ethniec origin.

Curriculum and Faculbly

There were eight houra a day, sixz deys a week, of classroom instruction.
The following coursges were given°v

(a) Basic milita;y;cartqgraphy° We learned to read and to prepare
terrain maps.

(v) Vetarinary field surgery: Thls coursde was quité'differeninffam'the
comparable civilian course. The emphéeis was on speed, improvisstion, and
the problems of transporting sick animale under emargency field conditions.

(¢) Politicss We had ‘st least thren'hours 8 &ay of this throughbut the

entire slx months. Lectures were given in econamics, curfent world affaira,

history o Communism etc.

(a) iene: Intensive 1nstruction in food and" water inaﬁection under com-
bet conBitiofis, There wes conslderable emphssis ou the inspection for
poisons of sbandoned or captured enemy provislons.

(é).SRQrts: One hour a day of routine celisthenics and gemes.

(£) Pistol merksmenship: Pistols were the only weapon in which we
received any instruction. ' ’

The school had a very good general library in which we were raquired to
spend at leest one hour of every wvrkday evening.

The instructors were first-rate and all were high-renking (colonels and
generals) officers in the Soviet Veterinary Corps: There wes one 1nstructor
for each of the several courses.’

Miserable and inadequate food and cruel dlscipline were the conditlons
neinly respongible for student discontent. By the time the course ended,
neerly every etudent - whether or not he admitted it - had come to loathe
the government which had subjected him %o such an exieteace. There was
hardly e men in the class who would not have forsaken the USSR and his
profession and future if there hed been any opportunity to do so.

Food R R

For young men in good health end undergoing a demanding physical and meuntel
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6. Pagses to leave. the school premises were issued only once & week &and
were never good for more than five hours. A student could cbtein-a . .
.five-hour pass only if he had some project in mind such as & play or
concert, requiring thet much time. The school authorities arbitranily . ..
would limit s pase to one:.or two hours if a man said he merely .wanted
o go for a walk. No ‘student was igsued s pess to go out alone; he: hed
to go with at least one other man. The pevalty for being three minutes
late returning from a pass was & day in jall; for being five aindtes’
late, three days in Jail; for belng 15 minutes late, three. months. at.
hard labor in & work battelion; for being one half hour lste, s8ix months
4ip-a work bettalion; for being away all night, five to 10 yeears at herd
lebor and, 1if in wartime, immediate execution. Any time spent in Jail
‘or in work battalions d1d not count sgalnst milltary service. No excuses
$or tardiness were acceptable. The effect of all this was to terrorize

. ‘most:of the studente into steying well within gight of the school. . «
Vost of the men spent most of thelr pesses walking cerefully eround the
block, fearing even to get disoriented within the immedlete area of the
mqhg@l.' Only one student, an Armenien, ran afoul of these penalties dur-
ing ‘the course. He spent three days in jeil and was given no food, only
water, during his imprisomment. EHis companion deserted him vefore the
lest drink and made it back in time. : :

T. 8oclal diserimination against the students, on the basis of thelr lowly
military status, exacerbeted the bitterness caused by the bad food and
&hﬁ;g:gel_gass‘aystem. As graduste veterlnarians and men of higher than
average intelligence and schievement, -we were gpurprised and hurt to find
ourpelves at the very bottom - even though temporarily - of a rigld and
arrogant military hierarchy. Lacking previous milltary experiemce, Wwe
were qhocged by the military gtratification which wes so much more. Bevere
than thet which preveils in Soviet civilian life. ‘The good bars and
restaursnte end places of entertainment in the precincts of the school
were Por officers only, Having Just completed five difficult years of
veterinary college and being students in another school which was little
betfer than a prison, we resented this obstacle to our being able to
meke the most of what little freedom we were allowed. There was & lot

of grimbling among the students about "undemocracy.”

8. The snobbishness of the Russlans toward the rest of us wag yet another
factor in the low morale of the non-Russian students. Many of us had
not previously found ourselves in a group domiuvated by & Russian
me jority. The: Russian attltude of superlority was not flagrant, to be
sure, but it was clear that they regerded the rest of us a8 lesser - ‘
breeds. The Russians rarely asked students of other nationalities to be
pess companions and rerely accepted such invitations. Absolutely no

.. favoritism was shown the Ruseians by the school authorities,; however.
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